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VIII. An Account of a J,mall Telefcopical Comet 
feen at London on the 10th of June \y 17, 
by Edm. Halley, LL- T). R. Soc. Seer. 

T HAT the Number of Comets travelling our So* 
Iar Syftem is much greater than fome, on ac» 
count of the late rarenels of their Appearance, 
have fuppofed it, may be colle&ed from feveral fmali 
ones which have within few Years been deferibed in the 
Memoirs of the French Royal Academy of Sciences; 
thofe diligent Obfervers alluring us that they dilcovet’-d 
one in Sept. 1698. another in Fehr . 1699. a third in 
April 1702; and again a fourth in Novemh. 1707. none 
of which, as far as I can learn, were ever feen in Eng* 
land; all of them having been very obfeure and with¬ 
out Tails, by means whereof Comets ufualiy firft Ihew 
themfelves. And befides thefe, two other Comets with 
femarkably long Tails, the one in Novemh 1689. the o- 
ther in Fehr. ,702. paft by unobfervable in thefe our 
Northern Climats, they having great South Latitude, 
and their Motions dire&ed toward that Pole, Hence 
we may juftiy conclude that the Returns of Comets are 
much more frequent than is vulgarly reckoned, and 
that it is only contingent that for thefe $ 5 Years no one 
of them has been feen and obferved by our Aftronomers. 

But there may be flill a much greater Number of 
thefe Bodies, which by reafon of their Smallnels and 
Diftance are wholly invifible to the naked Eye ; fo that 
uniefs Chance do dire# the Telelcope of a proper Ob- 
ferver, almoft to the very Points where they are (againll 
which there are immenle Odds,) it will not be poiTible 
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for them to be diiccvcred: And that this is not barely 
a Conjecture, take the following In dance. 

On Mrad.vu June 10. in the Evening, the Sky being 
very ferene and calm, l was defirous to take a View of 
the Disk of Mars (then very near the Earth t and ap¬ 
pearing very glorious ) to fee if ! ccuid diUinguifli in 
my 24. Foot Teldeope, the Spots laid ro be teen on him. 
Directing my Tube for that purpoie, I accidentally fell 
upon a imall whitilh Appearance near the Planet, refem- 
bling in ail refpe&s (uch a Ntbuh as I lately deferibed 
in Philof. 7'r.infnct. N° 347, but imaller. It feemed to 
emit from its upper parr a very ihort kind oi Radia¬ 
tion directed towards the Eaft. but Northerly withal; 
which, confidering its Situation, was nearly towards the 
Point oppofite to the Sun. The greac Light of the 
Moon, then very near it and alfo near the Full, hin¬ 
der’d this Phenomenon from being more diftin&Iy feen; 
buc its Place in the Heavens was fufficientiy aieertained 
from the Neighbourhood of Mars , from whom it was 
but about half a Degree diftant towards the Southwell, 
the difference of Latitude being fomewhac more than 
that of Longitude; and Mars being at that time in t 
17°. 3° with 3 0 . 48' South Latitude. I concluded the 
place thereof in 4 *7°. 12' with 4 0 . 12.'. Lat. South, 
or thereabouts; the which may yet be more fecureiy de¬ 
termined by help of two fmali fret Stars I found near it, 
the more nortnerlv of which 1 judged to have the fame 
Latitude with ir, and to follow it at about the DifUnce 
of nx Minutes* the other Star was about four Minutes 
more loutheny than the former, and about one Minute 
in eo/itcquence thereof; the Angle at rhe Non hern Star 
was a aide obcule, as of about ico Degrees, and rhe 
Dilt.vace of cur Nebula tram it fefquidrer to rhe Dular.ce 
ot me two Stars, or rather a little more. The Reverend 
Mr. JJJes Williams, Mr. Alban Thomas , and my t'eif, 
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contemplated this Appearance for above an Hour, viz. 
from 10P to near twelve, and we could not be deceiv’d 
as to its Reality ; but the Slownefs of its Motion made 
us at that time conclude that it had none, and that it 
was rather a Nebula than a Comet, 

However, fufpedling that it might have fome Motion, 
I attended the next Night, June jt ith, at the fame Hours 
and in the fame Company, when with lome Difficulty by 
reafon of the Thicknefs of the Air, we found the two 
little Stars, but the Nebula could not at that time be feen, 
which we then imputed to the want of a clearer Sky, 
But on Saturday, June 15-. the Moon being abfent, and 
the Air perfectly clear, we had again a difuncR View 
of the two Stars, with an entire Evidence that there re¬ 
mained no Footftep or Sign of it, in the place where we 
had fir It feen this Phenomenon, which we. therefore now 
found to be a Comet, and that being far without the 
Orb of the Earth, and in it felf a very fmall Body, it 
appeared only like a little Speck of a Cloud, fuch as 
would Icarce have been difeerned in an ordinary Tele- 
fcope, much lefs by the naked Eye. 


IX. An Account of © ooks , I. Joannis Poleni in 
Gymnafio Patavino Phil. Ord. Prof. & Scienr. 
Societatum Regalium, quae Lonciini & Bero- 
lini-funt, Sodaiis, 'Ds Motu Aqus. mix to, Libri 
duo, <&c. 4 to . Pacavii \y\ 7, 


HE Subject here treated of not having hitherto 
I fallen under, the Cotv.fiderarion cf . Mathematical 
Writers,, the Learned Author, is obliged to make 
ufe of feverai Terms, which are either .wholly .new, or at 
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